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[.aRose is master of many trades

By Pam Kruse
Dinings Contriburcr

When it comes to performing,
Judy LaRoss & a master of many
triasdes, In addition to being &
versatile singer and actress, she is
skilled in narration, characters,
voice-over, dinlects and musical
comedy.

LaRos hat appearsd in stage
plays, regional operas and
commercials and in the print
media, She has released a
commercial-narration voice-over
dema tape, which demonstrates
her ability to sing popular jinghes.
For the past three years, she acted
in & mock trial that has been used
as an educational tool by the law
firm of Kirkland and Ellis. She is &
member of Actors Equity and the
Mmerican Federation of Television
and Radio Artises,

LaRose believes in taking
advantage of all types of
performance opportunities. “My
person bends itsell 1o a ot of
different media,” she sad. “I feel
blessed that I can perform in any
genre in which I'm called upon,”

In the last year and a half,
LaRose has performed at more
than 50 corporate events,
including ones at Bloomimgdale's,
the Fairmon: Hoel, the Oak
Brook Hills Hotel, Lake Point
Tower and The Palmer House.

Her repertoire includes opera,
operelia, classical, contemporary,
folk, sacred and aratorio music,
She tells stories in between songs
and gets out into the audience.
"I'm a singer who moves and
touches,” she said. “If T can make
someone smile for a spht second,
then that's what [ was there for.”

She has been closing her shows
with “Bring Him Home" from

“Les Miserables,” a song notorsous |

for being performed by a male.
“When [ keave an audience, | want
to leave them either feeling great
or with thoughts that they can get
in touch with kater,” she said.
LaRose's involvement at
corporale events goes beyond
performing. She often coordinates
the tabeni that appears with her
and has been known to get
“everything from a piano to 2
15-piece orchestra”™ for her sat.
LaRose's sucoess was anything
but overnight. She danced as a
young child and, although she
knew she could sing at an early
age, she kept it a “secrer.” It
wasn't until a teacher asked her to
audition, that she started doing
musical theater in high school,
And when an accident keft her
face disfigured, she took singing
lessons to feel good about herself.
She attended the Chicago
Musical College at Roossvelt
University, where she won & music
scholarship and earned several
degress. She taught music at
Hinsdale Central High Schoaol and
taught YOUnSters in voice in
Arlington Heights and Berkeley,

Bu, all during her teaching career,
LaRose never stopped performing.
She appeared in regional opera

and as a church soloist. *When |
was teaching, [ didn't feel that I |
was sharing the best of my
abilities,” she said. “T kearned far
mars from my students than they
ever did from me.”

Five years ago, LaRose left the
teaching profession and took two
vears of acting classes, voice
| lessons and coaching. I didn’t
i know it at the time, but 1 was
| putting together a one-woman
| show with everything I was

learning,” she said.
| LaRose & honing her skills at
| Morthwestern University,

Evanston, working on musscal

arrangements and a2 vocal demo

tape and has plans to participaie
in & recording session with a majgor |
rfarmer. |
| She said she has been fortunate |

to work with “the best in the
business™ over the years, Her
musical arranger is James L,
Mack, president of the Chxcago
chapter of the National Academy
of Recording Arts and Sciences.
Her accompanist is Melody Lord,
second pianist for the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra.

She wu.es out Six
10 v ght hours & week 1o keep up
her stamina and, if theres any
time left, she spends it gardening,
cooking, entertaining and
preparing for her favorite time of
year — {Christmas.

She doesn't know exactly what

| her future holds. “I'm flexible

enocugh to be able 1o go in
whatever direction I'm led. ... [
just listen to the voice within and
take advantage of the performance
opportunities that come my way,”
she said,




